
PAPILIO MACHAON. 

Character Genericus. 

Antennce apicem vcrfus craffiores, faepius clavato- 

capitatm. 

Alee (fedentis) crcctoe furfumquc conniventes, (vo- 

latu diurno.) 

Lin. Syji. Nat. p. 774. 

Character Spec incus, &c. 

PAPILIO alis caudatis concoloribus flavis, limbo 

fufeo lunulis flavis, angulo ani fulvo. 

Lin. Syji. Nat. p. 750. 

Eq. Achiv. 

Raii. inf. 110. 

Reanm. inf 1. t. 29. 30. 

Infecta omnia lepidoptcra qua; in Britannia gene- 

ranturtum magnitudine turn venuftate fuperans Pa- 

pilio Machaon origincm ducit ab eruca viridi, cu- 

jus fafeiae plurimrc nigrtc feriemacularumrubrarum 

iniigniuntur. Inftruitur caput tcntaculis duobus 

brevibus, retradtilibus. Plantas depafeitur qua; 

umbellifera vocantur, praecipue foeniculum; ali- 

quando etiam rutam, et alias nonnullas. In chry- 

falidcm convertitur menfe Julio, e qua menfe Au- 

gufto erumpit Papilio. Interdum fit ut bina proles, 

cujus 



cujus alteram profert Maius, alteram Auguftus, in 

eadem aeftate exoriatur: altera nempe Maio e chry- 

falidibus prioris anni quae per totam hyemem dura- 

verant ; altera Augufto, e chryfalidibus Julii, quae 

non ultra tres hebdomadas vel menfem papilionem 

incluferant. Mirum hoc et dignum omnino in 

quod infpiciant philofophi. 





3g8 

' 



M A C H A O N. 

Generic Character. 

Antenna commonly thickening towards the end 

into a clavated tip. 

Wings (when at reft) meeting upwards. (Flight 

diurnal.) 

Specific Character, &c. 

Black-and-yellow tail-winged BUTTERFIA, 

with the edges of the wings black with yellow 

crefcents ; the lower ones with a red fpot at 

the interior tips. 

Roc/el. l. clafs. 2. pi. l. 

Merian. inf. cur. 94. & 163. 

Wilkes, pap. 47. pi. 1. 

iEfper. pap. 1. 

The Swallow-tailed BUTTERFLY. 

The Great Fennel BUTTERFLY. 

The Papilio Machaon or Swallow-tailed Butterfly, 

the largeft and moll: fuperb of all the Britifh lepi- 

doptera, proceeds from a green caterpillar, with nu¬ 

merous black bands, each marked by a row of red 

fpots : the head is furnilhed with a pair of fhort re- 

tradlile horns or tentacula. It feeds principally on 

the 



the umbelliferous plants, and is mod frequently 

found on fennel: it is alfo fometimes feen on rue 

and other plants. It changes into a chryfalis in the 

month of July, and the fly appears in Augufl:; but 

it fometimes happens that two broods of this but¬ 

terfly are produced in the courfe of the fame fum- 

mer ; viz. the firfl: in the month of May, having 

lain all winter in their chryfalis ftate; the fecond in 

Augufl, from the chryfalifes of July; having lain 

in that ftate not more than a month or three weeks. 

An extremely lingular circumftance! and which 

well merits the attention of philofophic entomolo- 

gifts. 


